•e ©trice Wtctorla College 

Toronto, danaba 

February 26th,1925. 

J.J. Vaughan, Esq. , 

190 Yonge Street, 

Toronto. 

Dear Mr. Vaughan: 

The Committee of the Senate of the University 
met yesterday. I was present as a member of the Com- 
mittee and the proposal with respect to the Margaret Eaton 
School was the business in hand. The finanoial side of 
the matter belongs to the Board of the University, and is 
being considered by a Committee appointed for that purpose 
I believe. What the Committee which met yesterday had to 
do was to pronounce upon the suitability from an education- 
al point of view of such an institution in the University. 

The judgment of the Committee was that there was no reason 
why such work should not be done in the University, and the 
suggestion of the Committee was that the relation in which 
the Toronto Conservatory of Musio now stands to the Univer - 
sity would furnish a model for the Margaret Eaton School also 
It may be stated, therefore, that the academic or educational 
side of the University has pronounced in favor of the project 
The other side of the proposition is now in the hands of 
the Committee, of which I am not a member, and either 
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directly, or through me, you or Mr, R.Y. Eaton will I ex- 
pect soon hear the result. 

Very sincerely yours. 

President, 



RPB/BT. 
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January 16th, 1925. 



Ext ract of le tter fr om Mr. Vaughan to Lady E aton . 

We also cabled you with respect to the Margaret Eaton School. It has 
reached a time when a decision will have to e made as to the future <P 
the School, i.e. whether or not it will be continued and how. Mrs. 

Eaton, as you know, is not willing to put capital into a new building 
nor to set aside a fund to provide for any deficits that there may be 
in the future. Some discussions took place vith the University 
Authorities in past ye rs on the question of affiliation but nothing 
definite materialized. The University up until cuite recently has 
asked for a building and an endowment to cover possible losses. I 
spoke to you before leaving about the Company contributing an amount 
of about one half the cost of the building in order that the School 
and the name might be perpetuated after its seventeen years of exis- 
tence, While the University would not arree to this we were told 
that the Governors of the University looked with favor uoon the 
establishment of a School of Expression in connection with the Univer- 
sity, and that if a building were provided there was the likelihood 
of the Un versity providing the land and assuming further obligations. 

Mr. Sparrow, as stated in the cable, resigned and that 
brought the matter up for attention. While The T. Eaton Co. Directocs 
as a Board have had nothing to do with The Margaret Eaton School it 
was thought proper to bring the position to their notice so that they 
might express their views as to whether on account of Mrs. Eaton, 
the Company should aid in the continuance of the S'hool. The 
Directors present were unanimous in the view that it ould be fitting 
to provide a building which, as well as in consideration of Mrs. Eator\ 
would be in the furtherance of education. The cost of the building hcs 

been estimated by Prof. Greaves at $200,000. 

Hollda y season has intervened since and while the whole 
888ft i $5tft 8 a8 p y£sr consideration by the University, it has not been z: / 



Extract from Minutes of Directors' Meeting, December 13th, 19b4: 



Present: Messrs. H. McGee (Chairman), C. Boothe, W. G. Dean, 

R. W. Eaton, J. J. Vaughan, C. N. Mills and G. T. Wolfe. 

THE MARGARET EATON SCHOOL 
OF LITERATURE AND EXPRESSION 

On account of the present state of affairs of 
The Margaret Eaton School of Literature and Expression, the 
question of affiliating it with The University of Toronto was 
discussed. All present were in favor of doing so. It was 
mentioned that in order to accomplish this the Company would 
have to provide a building or a subscription for a building of 
about $£50,000. provided that satisfactory arrangements can be 
made as to the continuation of the name, etc. 
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December Thirteenth, 
Nineteen Treaty 'our 



itr. P. Y. E-ton, 
New. York. 



De : r Vr . Eaton : - 



/ 






Today tne following c< tie vse sent you 
in reply to your c tie seyinr/you thought that the 
Jniversity propose! should t k considered, if not excessive: 



"Directors oer/e ua 
Bail bin i subject 



usly favor providing 
satisfactory arr-ngeaiente. " 



virL VcGee /belled s meeting of - Directors 
a d tne %-nole situation rro® tne tl sc cf Vrs. Nee ith’s 
resignation *:e tjx.l&ined end they were unanimously in 
favor of providinig a bqfildine or e subscription for e 
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tuiluing, Jbuijroti enures to s* tie f ' ctory arrangements 

' 

being aece es to sit e„' name of school, and any conditions 
that, rr.ay be deeded necessary. 



As, ve; thought it sdvie-ble to continue for 
tne dtltncc- of the School ye r • t consulted hrs. Fttcn 
trid * rs. Burnsloe end they »\ re .-.greet, tie to Vies Ross 
being t; pointed Acting Principal 

/ e i; t a a c i fa o us cion i t n Vies Foss < £ to 
tes.-nere to teke the subjects t ught by Vr. Sparrow and 
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Deoe/tber 13th, 

ehe has arranged for Professor Greaver for "Voice ari 
Foundations", k're. Hoove for "Dre-metlcs" and Mr. Homing 
for Evening Clesses. You know the flret two end tkt 
last le Professor Greaves* Assistant whose teaching la 
principally in Public Speaking. 1 aeked Mise Rows today 
if ehe thought the appointing of theae teachers wooH 
satisfy the pupils and if the School would be in eaitrong 
a position. In reply to this kies Rose said that m 
believed the pupils would be quite well satisfied, at 
gave her own opinion that this staff would make the 
School etronger end batter on these subjects than ear 
before. 

There le a function at the School on today 
at which the students will all be present. Hr. Sparow 
will be taking this opportunity to announce his resignation 
and at the ease tic.e he will say that kies Ross is mcceed- 
ing him as Acting Principal and that the three tesctos 
named will continue hie work. Ye thought it advisdie to 
make the6e announcements and the arrtngeaents for tmehers 
as quickly as possible so at to relieve any euspensethat 
there may be at the School 

You mention in your letter that you pmsume 
while the registrations were down that expenses wouH be 
about the ease. As a matter of fact, the expense sieve 
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Deceaber l3th, 



eleo dropped considerably end Hr. Livingstone reports at 
the end of laet year a credit of Nine Hundred and Thirty 
Dollars end thie year a credit of Fourteen Dollars. This 
is, of course, without Mrs. Nteirith*s celery included. 

I as writing this to you at the Boat as I thought 

you would be anxious to know Just whet is being done in 

■' • - ' '[&'* 

vie* of the School Ter® coding to an end. 

I 

Hoping thet you and Mre. Eaton have hed a very 
pleasant trip across, and with best regards. 
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November Twenty First, 
Nineteen Twenty Four. 



Chancellor H. P. Bo 1 , lee, 
Victoria College, 

Queens Park, 
Toronto* 

Deer Chancellor Bowlest- 



lour letter of Novewber 19th to r.Vfughen 



of town until early next week. 

¥e expect ifr. Ceton hoae In the course of e 
week or two end think It would be such better to leave 
the wetter over until his return. We could then arrange 



work on. 

Hoping tbie arrangement will be eatisfectory 
to you, and with best regards. 



has been received in hie absence. Er. Toughen is out 




Tours v 
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IDtctocta Collcflc 
Toronto, Cana&a 



November 19,1924. 

Mr. J. J. Vaughan, 

Private Offices, 

The T. Eaton Company, 

Toronto. 

Dear Mr. Vaughan, 

Pursuant to our conversation, I had a 
long interview with Sir Robert Falconer, and Sir Robert 
laid the matter before the Board of Governors of the 
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University stating that a somewhat indefinite proposi- 
tion had been brought to him the purport of which was 
the establishment in the University of a depattment of 
Public Speech. The proposition involved a building to 
be named the Margaret Eaton School of Expression. 

Sir Robert reports to me that the Board received the 
proposition with considerable favor, and asked him to 
appoint a committee to further deal with the matter, 
and he has asked me to secure if possible something 
more definite. He recognizes, as I do, the necessity 
of laying before his committee something much more 
definite than anything we have yet arrived at. 

I am at your service for further conversation or to 
receive any proposition which you may care to make 
in the premises. As I leave the city Thursday night 
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UMctotla College 
Coronto, Canada 



the earliest time at which I could take the matter 
up with you would be Tuesday of next week, and I 
would be very glad if you and Harry McGee would come up 
and have lunch with me at Burwash Hall on Tuesday. 



Very sincerely yours, 



RPB/BT. 



President. 
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"Mrs. burnsiue was in to see Mr. mootie on Saturday and said that 



Mrs. Nasmith has bean saying that wire. Eaton is not the same to her. I 
believe she m-jkes out that the hcndin-, over to her of th9 ke^ of the 
School at trie time it was oiened represented the nanding ever of the 
building and is quite aui'j. rised that her snare in tna company does not 
represent an interest in the property. In fact Mr. ioue s sa^s that tne 
Directors are accused of stealing the p i opart j from .si (these may not 
be the sxact words that i tfrs. Nasmith used^ . 

Lady Eaton asked tne position of affairs with regard to the School 
ana I explained the situation fully and told ner that negotiations were 
under way with the university with the idea principally of perpetuating 
the School and tne name. Lady Eaton said that Mrs. Nasmith nad spoken 
to her aoout the time she had sp>ent on the School in bringing it up from 
a small enrolment to where it is now, and that now she nad nothing. r 
told Lady Eaton that if 'mis. Nasmith would like to take over the School, 
i.e. the staff and students as they stand and continue to carry on, this 
might be arranged. I said the name of tne School would probably have to 
be dropped at the end of tne current year. I nad already toll nady Eaton 
that a subscription of $1CC,0CC might be forthcoming in tne event of com- 
ing to terms with the University and she asked if tne same would be raid 
to Mrs. Nasmith for the School in uhe event of hex goii.g ahead. was 

explained that the situation was entirely different. I he university was 

governed oy a ooay of prominent men, and that the School under the cniver- 
^i ^ j would be ccr; ducted in une nest wajr ^.ossrble, also that tneie would be 
continuity. In the case of mrs. Nasmith taking over the School it would 
have uO demand *.huxae.xy on her own ascii Ljr to manage — tnat wc did not 
know how lon a ner naaalt n would pannit. tier to continue and that continuity 
was an unknown factor. And therefore j. did not think tne suosori’ tier, 
would be granted. " 
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REDEEMER 



UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 



The Margaret Eaton School Digital Collection is a not-for-profit 
resource created in 2014-2015 to assist scholars, researchers, 
educators, and students to discover the Margaret Eaton School 
archives housed in the Peter Turkstra Library at Redeemer University 
College. Copyright of the digital images is the property of Redeemer 
University College, Ancaster, Canada and the images may not be 
copied or emailed to multiple sites without the copyright holder's 
express written permission. However, users may print, download, or 
email digital images for individual non-commercial use. To learn 
more about this project or to search the digital collection, go to 
http://libguides.redeemer.ca/mes. 




